Longwood Newsletter

Friday 11th September 2020
From Mrs May
Welcome back to the new school year. It has been lovely to see
everyone again and to meet some new children and new staff too.
On 20th August, we said an emotional farewell to Bev, our nursery
manager, as she left to set off on her next exciting journey. We wish
her all the best.
On 27th August, I emailed some forms to every family:
 Registration form – we need a form to be filled in for every
single child at Longwood, irrespective of how long they have
been attending. It is vitally important that we have up to date
information at all times. Please make sure that everyone with
parental responsibility signs the form. (Of course, some
sections will be irrelevant if your child is already at Longwood,
but we still require you to return the form.)
 Immunisation details – Please fill in and return one of the two forms.
 Parent/school contract – we need a contract to be signed by every child and parent in school
(including preschool). Nursery children do not need to worry about this one.
 Pupil Acceptable ICT Use Agreement – this is to be completed by parents of children in FS,
KS1, LKS2 and UKS2 please.
On 9th September, I emailed an extra form for FS, KS1, LKS2 & UKS2:
 Parental Consent for School Outings.
These forms should have been filled in and returned by now. Please sort as soon as possible if you
have not yet done so. It is very time-consuming for our office staff to have to chase you.
This week has flown past. It is so lovely to have everyone back and get back to such a happy
atmosphere with everyone working hard and learning new routines. There are some pictures of the
first day already up on the website, so please take a look. Meanwhile, here is our new FS class. Don’t
they look smart!
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From Alison – Senior Nursery Manager
Excitingly, I would like to take this opportunity to introduce a new fun-filled feature that hopefully
you will continue as always to support us with. Over this next academic year, one of our aims is to
help support charities and organisations within our local community and surrounding areas, by
fundraising and making donations of different kinds.
We already have several ideas to start with, ranging from second hand clothes for our local baby
bank (when permitted), a 50p donation for an activity to win a prize or even bring in a food item to
create a hamper for the elderly or needy in our community.
We will be displaying a totalizer on the main window by the front door to celebrate each cash
donation we make, to hopefully reach the grand total of £800 for this academic year.
Please help us to make a difference. Thank you. Alison
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Year Six Roles and Responsibilies
I am delighted to announce the following:
Chair of School Council and Events Prefect – Elias
Blyton House Captain – Avani
Dahl House Captain – Hana
Morpurgo House Captain – Siyana
Rowling House Captain – Nusaybah
I hope that our new prefects will rise to the challenge, work hard as leaders and help to make
Longwood the best that it can be. Congratulations to them all and good luck!
MacMillan Coffee Morning
On the 25th of September, Longwood School will be hosting a Macmillan Coffee Morning. Attending
this event not only means you will have an assortment of delicious cupcakes and cookies but you will
also be raising money for Cancer!
Due to the present situation, we would like you to purchase cupcakes or cookies from the shops
rather than baking them. Moreover, to comply with social distancing measures, this event will take
place outside where myself and Year 6 will be serving you cupcakes and cookies under the KS1
canopy. If you would like to attend this exciting and fun morning, please bring some money. Sorry
but we cannot give change.
Please can every child bring £1. They will get a chance to visit the cake sale during the morning.
If you are attending, then please bring cupcakes and cookies any day before the 25th of September
or on the morning of the event.
I do hope you attend this lovely morning. There will be posters in each classroom to explain more
about the Macmillan Coffee Morning. Thank you, Nusaybah, year 6.
Editor’s Note – Macmillan continue to support many families and it’s important that we keep
supporting them. Unfortunately, we cannot offer our usual tea, coffee and chat service, but we hope
that you will pop along at drop off time and buy a cake anyway.
Health and Safety
Please can you make sure you don’t step over the STOP line when
dropping off and picking up. Sometimes, parents are too close to the
staff and this is a breach of safety. Please don’t get offended if you do
step over the line and are then asked to step back.
Apply For School on Time
The application deadline for secondary school entry September 2021 is 31st October 2020.
The application deadline for primary school entry September 2021 is 15th January 2021.
Apply online at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions.
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Paper Airplane Challenge
Well done to everyone who entered the paper airplane challenge over the summer holidays. There
were some great planes and the videos showed many of you having lots of fun. Congratulations to
Leonora (LKS2) whose plane flew the furthest. Leonora also won the prize for the best video. Well
done also to Kira (FW) whose plane was the most attractive. Thank you to everyone who took part.
Nursery News
It has been lovely to see the nursery children settling
so well into their new rooms since the beginning of
September. Of course, the transitions this time have
been very different from previous occasions, therefore
I’d like to offer my thanks to all the staff and children
for making it as smooth as possible whilst maintaining
a positive approach to change.

Here are some pictures of the new Apple
children exploring and playing in their new
room. They have already completed a week of
settling into their new environment and they
have surprised us at how well they have all
taken to the move from Little Willow to Apple.
This shows the great care and time the staff in all areas gives to each of the children making them
feel safe and secure in their new rooms helping to build their confidence and resilience. Well done
to all the children and staff.
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Cherry children thoroughly enjoyed their first music lesson this week with Mrs Sangster. They
explored the different sounds of the instruments as they followed the lead from Mrs Sangster. As
they began to learn new songs to sing, they got involved by moving their bodies to the music trying
to copy the actions.

For this week and next, the topic in Willow Room is Sea Life. We have brought out an inflatable
sensory water play mat, which is good for children’s cognitive skills as well as developing their fine
and gross motor skills. In these pictures, the children are exploring the sensory mat, using their
hands, feet , tummies and mouths.
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Friends of Longwood
Welcome from Friends of Longwood (FoL) to our update page.
FoL are a group of parents that raise money and do the extra bits
that make the school a tight-knit community.

Follow us:
Friends of Longwood

@friendsoflongwood2
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Party Bags
We do not allow party bags to be brought into school and will not allow them to be
distributed. They bring up all sorts of problems and must be kept out of school. Thank
you for understanding.
Nuts
Please remember that Longwood is a nut-free environment. No nuts are to be brought onto
the premises. This includes when children are finishing snacks from the car.
Coloured Bands
If you have one of our coloured bands lurking around at home, please could you return
it.
Birthday Cakes
School parents are welcome to send in treats to celebrate birthdays. For the time being, cakes must
be shop-bought only and we are requesting individual cupcakes, rather than a large sharing cake.

Congratulations
A new record has been achieved! Mack was sent to me before school even started on Tuesday
because Mrs Bresler was so impressed with his holiday homework. He had created a list of things he
was looking forward to in UKS2 and a list of things he was not looking forward to. His work was
thoughtful and beautifully presented. He is not looking forward to getting closer to leaving
Longwood. I’m afraid we can’t help with that but I hope his last two years are really successful. It’s
certainly looking that way!
Attachments to the Newsletter


Parents of Early Years Children leaflet

Dates for your Diary
NB – All new items are highlighted.

Date
Sunday 13th Sept
Monday 14th
Sept

Time & Place
Event
12pm, Cassiobury Park FoL Family Picnic
6m, FW zoom
A chance to meet
Mrs Wallis and
learn more about
the new school year

Notes
CANCELLLED
All FW parents strongly
encouraged to attend. Not
suitable for young children.
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Date
Tuesday 15th
Sept

Wednesday 16th
Sept

Thursday 17th
Sept

Monday 21st
Sept
Wednesday 23rd
Sept
Thursday 24th
Sept
Friday 25th Sept
Thursday 8th Oct
Tuesday 13th Oct
Wednesday 4th
Nov

Time & Place
6pm, KS1 zoom

Event
A chance to meet
Mrs Bointon and
learn more about
how Letters and
Sounds is taught
6pm, LKS2 zoom
A chance to meet
Mrs Rastrick and
learn more about
the new school year
7pm, UKS2 zoom
A chance to meet
Mrs Bresler and
learn more about
the new school year
Leaving school at 9am, KS1 trip to
return by 3pm
Bekonscot Model
Village.
7pm via Zoom
FoL meeting

Notes
All KS1 parents strongly
encouraged to attend. Not
suitable for young children.

During the afternoon

The children will walk to the
mosque. There is no cost.
Details in 11/9 newsletter.

UKS2 trip to Jamai
Mosque in Watford
8.30 onwards
Macmillan Coffee
Morning
During the afternoon
UKS2 trip to St
Pauls’ Church
Leaving school at 8.30, UKS2 trip to The
return by 3.30pm
Living Rainforest
Leaving school at 9am, LKS2 trip to
return by 3.30pm
Headstone Manor

All LKS2 parents strongly
encouraged to attend. Not
suitable for young children.
All UKS2 parents strongly
encouraged to attend. Not
suitable for young children.
Children need a packed lunch
and full school uniform please.
The cost of this trip is £17.
All parents welcome to join.

The children will walk to the
church. There is no cost.
Details to follow.
Children need a packed lunch
and full school uniform please.
The cost of this trip is £19.

