Longwood Newsletter

Friday 22nd January 2021
From Mrs May
I am so proud of the online teaching which is currently being offered to KS1 and upwards. Every
single session is well-planned and professionally executed, so that the children continue to receive
high quality, interesting and exciting lessons. Just as I do when everyone is on site, I pop in and out
of lessons during the week. Every time I enter a Vedamo classroom, I see the teachers and children
interacting in all sorts of ways. There is so much talk in the news and on social media about the
problems and disadvantages at the moment, which make me even more proud of what we are doing
at Longwood. Thank you to all the teachers for their hard work and dedication and thank you to the
children for embracing this new way of learning and for keeping going.
Parent Consultations
The school teachers will be contacting parents by email to arrange individual
meetings at a mutually convenient time to discuss your child’s progress. All
parents should expect an appointment either during the week before half term
or the week after half term. Please contact your child’s teacher directly if you
have any questions about this.

Message for Oak/Cherry Parents

If your child’s date of birth is between 1st September 2017 and 31st August 2018, you should
have received an email today, explaining the process for transition to preschool in September.
Please return the form as soon as possible to the office.

RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch
We are encouraging everyone to take part in the Big Garden Birdwatch
which is taking place between 29th - 31st January. Next week, we will
send out a survey sheet with instructions about how to sign up and take
part (best part is, it's free)! We will also give you a little bag of bird seed,
to help our feathered friends flock to your garden/balcony.
That's not all... We are also holding a photography competition. There
will be prizes for the best photo of the birds in your garden/balcony (one
per room/class). All information will be handed out next week. We are
encouraging children who are at home to take part too. Please email
photos to lizi.winstanley@longwoodschool.co.uk by Wednesday 3rd
February. Winners will be announced on Friday 5th February.
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News from LKS2
Here's a fun screen shot from after a maths lesson when Mrs Rastrick was chatting with Dominic,
Leonora and Harmony. Baloo the cat enjoys maths too as it helps him work out how many biscuits
he has eaten every day!

Nursery News
Apple children have been having so much fun with the parachute in the garden. They were all
laughing and smiling the whole time and they loved running underneath it to the other side!
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UKS2 Poems
The Woodtrunker Monster by Mack
As tall as Mount Everest, its 60-foot body shuffled
Hair, bright red like spiky knives
Huge scaly feet, red toenails scratching as it walks
Bloodshot eyes, never blinking
Lumpy skin, covered in scabs
Vampire-like teeth, yellow and green
A face to give you nightmares
Lumbering off into the woods
The Forest Fiend by Avani
In a deep, dark forest lies a creature that nobody had seen before.
Glancing about, in the twisted trees.
Vigilant eyes, scanned the forest.
Hands, all dark and grey, claws at the tips and earth smuggled under every claw.
Hair, very wispy and free, dancing in the breeze.
The teeth, were shades of brown and yellow.
Its feet were blackened and bruised, skin gently peeling off.
A slight smile, followed by sharp, grey eyes.
Ears were pointed at the tips, and twitched in the breeze.
The body was thin and twisted, a light soot colour.
Wrinkles covered the creature getting worse by the day.
Its hands patted two trees and glanced at the starry, blue night.
The creature lay down, and closed its hideous eyelids.
It was the Forest Fiend.
Untitled by Joshen
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The Royal Academy Young Artists’ Summer Show
Calling all budding artists … this is an
exciting opportunity to show off your
artistic flair! I have registered our school
for this competition, which is open to all
5-19 year olds. There is a primary school
category and all entries will be judged,
with prizes available and the chance to
have your work on display in a very
prestigious location! There is no theme
and there are no rules. Each child may
enter up to three pieces of artwork. I know we have some great talent at Longwood so parents,
please encourage your child to get involved. Good luck everyone!
https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/
Congratulations
Mrs Sangster has nominated Hâna (UKS2) for a head teacher’s award. She had asked one of the
children to learn a piece of music on the piano for the music lesson but the task was forgotten. Hâna
offered to learn it then and there and did a great job!
Rayyan (UKS2) has stood out recently for unbelievable oral work and careful listening in class. Well
done, Rayyan, this is wonderful to hear.

Parent Guidance
Many children are playing “Among Us”. Please take a look at this link and make sure that your child
is keeping safe online.
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/news-blogs/is-among-us-multiplayer-game-safe-for-children/
Attachments to the Newsletter


Schools Lottery Flyer
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Friends of Longwood Update
Welcome from Friends of Longwood (FoL) to our update page.
FoL are a group of parents that raise money and do the extra bits
that make the school a tight-knit community.

FoL meeting
We had a great first meeting of 2021 earlier this week. We are looking forward to sharing
information about upcoming virtual events with you very soon. Our next meeting is on
Wednesday 3rd March at 7.30pm via zoom. It would be great to see some new faces at
our next meeting.

Schools Lottery – exciting news!
We are pleased to let you know that Friends of Longwood are now part of the national
Schools Lottery program. We thought it was time for the grown ups to have some fun too.
Our first draw will take place on Saturday 27th February.
Schools lottery is a weekly prize draw and if you match all 6 numbers (0-9), you win a cash
prize of 25k! There is also a second weekly prize draw unique to our school. Here, everyone
who has bought a lottery ticket enters a raffle, one name is pulled out and the winner
receives a cash prize of 30% of all the money generated from ticket sales for the week. This
means that each week at least one person from our school wins a prize! Each ticket
purchase costs £1 and 40p from every ticket purchase is given to our school. This means
that not only can we have fun but we will raise money at the same time 😊. Please see the
attached flyer for further information about how Schools Lottery works. You can visit:
www.yourschoollottery.co.uk to buy your ticket/s. If you have any questions, please feel
free to email fol@longwoodschool.co.uk.

FoL mindfulness
We know how much our children enjoy their mindfulness activities at school and so we will
be sending a mindfulness related activity for all the family to enjoy and benefit from during
lockdown. You’ll receive something via your class reps and it’ll be there for you do if you
can. Hopefully it will go a little way in helping during these challenging times.
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Dates for your Diary
NB – All new items are highlighted.
Date
Time & Place
Event
Notes
Wednesday 3rd
7.30pm
FoL Meeting
Everyone welcome
Mar
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82272747619?pwd=b0h0VVdqL080eEd2T0EvMXMyL1lKQT09
Postponed

All day

KS1 and LKS2 trip to
Kew Gardens

Friday 5th Mar

11am

Cash for Clothes
collection

Monday 6th Sept

All day

Monday 3rd Jan
2022

All day

INSET day for all
staff
INSET day for all
staff

The cost of this trip is £18.
Children require a packed
lunch and full school uniform.
Please bring old clothes to
reception from 1st March
onwards.
Longwood will be closed to all
children.
Longwood will be closed to all
children.

