Longwood Newsletter

Friday 26th February 2021
From Mrs May
Following on from the last newsletter, where I wrote that our focus for this half term is on
“Enthusiasm”, I am pleased to say I have seen it in abundance recently. I have been overwhelmed
with offers from parents (and grandparents) to read to the children on World Book Day. We are
going to have such a fun and worthwhile day next Thursday. It has also been great to hear from FoL
about all the entries for the pancake flipping competition and most creative pancake. Thank you to
everyone who joined in this fun event. I’ve also received a few entries for the handwriting
competition. Well done, Rai, for being the first! I hope to get lots more before 12th March deadline.
School council are beginning to receive jokes for their Red Nose Day “Longwood Laughs” joke book,
so don’t forget to send yours too. There are so many ways to show your enthusiasm, so keep going!
Parents, don’t forget to let me know if your child does something noteworthy of which I am not
aware. I can’t wait to award the first Enthusiasm ribbon(s) at Easter.
I am delighted that we can welcome all the school children back to Longwood on 8th March. We will
still keep everyone in their bubbles as much as we can, but at least we can resume face to face
teaching. The children will be expected to wear school uniform as normal, but there will be leniency
where necessary. I understand that shops are still closed and that children will have outgrown shoes,
etc, so please just do your best for now. There will be further details next week regarding the return
to school for those who have had to stay at home.
Thank you to all parents from FS onwards who responded to the questionnaire about remote
learning. It is clear that the vast majority are happy with what we have been offering and there have
been some lovely comments. We have taken on board comments and suggestions and teachers
continue to do everything they can to provide the best education possible at this time. We
appreciate that many parents are concerned that the children are spending so much time on their
computers and are looking forward to getting them all back into the classrooms so that we can give
their eyes a rest! We are delighted that 97% of those who completed the survey are either very
satisfied (54%) or satisfied (43%) with how we are doing.
Parent Forum – 24th March at 7.30pm
Don’t forget to put this important date in your diary. It’s your opportunity to hear what’s
going on at Longwood and to give input into how you want your school/nursery to develop.
Cash For Clothes Collection
We have organised a collection for next Friday morning. Please bring your unwanted clothes, shoes,
bags and accessories (clean, unstained, reusable) in bags and drop outside the main door anytime
next week. The clothes are taken to Africa and given to locals to resale, thus giving the clothes a
second life, the African recipients an income and we also raise money for charity too. This time we
will add it to our Red Nose Day collection. Helping to improve the environment is one of the
Longwood E’s!
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Red Nose Day
Dear Parents,
This year we are going to change things up a bit on Red Nose Day. Instead of everyone paying a
pound to wear a red nose to school (you can wear one if you like), your child can pay a pound and
bring in a maximum of 3 jokes and one funny photo to school on a slip(s) of paper or email to Mrs
May. We will accept jokes until 1st March. Everyone's jokes will be put into a book called
Longwood's Laughs. Copies of that book will soon be sold in the front office, so keep your eyes
peeled!
All the money will go to Comic Relief charity, so please bring in at least one joke for each child.
Also, just for fun, you can video yourself telling one joke and email it to Mrs May for the website.
Thanks,
Elias Al-Hindawi, School Council Chair
World Book Day
WBD is next Thursday. There will be lots of book-themed activities going on all day. Throughout the
day, all school classes and nursery groups will have the chance to listen to parents sharing their
favourite books. Children in preschool and FS will be welcoming a virtual visiting real author on
Monday – Zehra Hicks – who will be reading her new book, “Cheeky Monkey”, showing the children
some step by step instructions to draw a monkey and will then have an interactive q & a session.
Zehra will also work with our KS1 class, reading either “The Worrying Worries” or “The Problem With
Problems”, before discussing how to draw worries and problems and helping the children have a go
themselves. KS2 will also welcome a real author into their Vedamo classrooms on Monday. Gareth P
Jones will mention a range of his books, focusing on the “Dragon Detective” series (ideal for Years 3
& 4), “The Considine Cuse”, “The Thornthwaite Inheritance”, & “The Thornthwaite Betrayal”
(popular with Years 5 & 6). He will probably mention his “Ninja Meerkats” series & his book “Death
or Ice Cream?” Rumour has it that there will be songs too! Huge thank you to FoL for paying for
these author visits.
We are running a World Book Day competition, which is open to all school children, and another for
nursery children. You can take part at any time between now and 7th March. There will be small
prizes for everyone who takes part. (Another opportunity to show how enthusiastic you are!) Just
email your school entries to Mrs May and nursery entries to littlewillow@longwoodschool.co.uk.
School
Stage 1 – Build your dream reading den at home and have your photo taken inside.
Stage 2 – Read a book that features a train. Choose a book that you haven’t read before.
Stage 3 – Read a magazine or newspaper. It can be about anything you like.
Stage 4 – Read or listen to a book of poetry.
Stage 5 – Request a biscuit recipe from Mrs May and make biscuits at home. Take a photo.
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Nursery
Stage 1 - Make fish cookies/cakes at home and take a photo.
Stage 2 – Take a photo of you reading a favourite book (or Commotion in the Ocean if you have it).
Stage 3 – Paint or draw a picture of a sea scene.
Stage 4 – Make a costume to wear on World Book Day, using Commotion in the Ocean as your
inspiration.
If any school children wish to dress up, they are welcome to do so. However, we are not focusing on
costumes this year. We want to make the day about books and reading, rather than dressing up.
However, we understand that many children enjoy this aspect of the day.
There is a range of books available to buy at a cost of £1 each. Vouchers will be sent home with
children currently in school and we are saving extras for children returning on 8th March.
Nursery News
Oak’s focus story is The Runaway Pea, which the children are loving! They enjoy discussing all the
different fruits and vegetables in the story (bananas, peas, carrots, broccoli) and learning about the
adventures of the Runaway Pea. The children show good concentration skills during circle times and
some are able to talk about what happens in the story during the recap!
During the cold weather, Cherry children had a wonderful idea of bringing the outside equipment
inside! All the children had fun exploring and developing their gross motor skills while still being
inside, showing good patience and turn-taking as they lined up behind each other, waiting for a turn
on the slide and on the bikes. Some of them were even using the slide as a tunnel to crawl through!
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Friends of Longwood Update
Welcome from Friends of Longwood (FoL) to our update page.
FoL are a group of parents that raise money and do the extra bits
that make the school a tight-knit community.

Virtual Pancake Competition…the results!
A big THANK YOU and WELL DONE to everyone that entered. There was some amazing
pancake flipping and lots of stunning pancake creations 😊. You should all be really proud.


We are pleased to announce that the winner of the ‘Most flips in 1 minute’ is –

Harmony (LKS2). She managed to flip her pancake an astonishing 51 times!
We would also like to congratulate Ahran UKS2 with 45 flips and Elias UKS2
with 40 flips for their great skills too!


A special mention to Prachi (FS), Yash (Apple), Ayoush (FT), Sienna (FT) and Advika
(FW) for sending beautiful videos articulating their entire pancake journey from start
to finish. We loved watching them!



We are pleased to announce the winner of the ‘Most Creative Pancake’ is – Eve

from Willow. Well done! We think your ‘Cat’ pancake is superb.

Harmony & Eve, please collect your prize from the Office Reception.
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Virtual Pancake Competition
2021
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Menus Next week, we will be serving week 4 menus.
Parent Guidance
The Department for Education has published an open letter from the Secretary of State for
Education to parents about the decision to lift restrictions on education from Monday 8 March. This
letter also provides information on the asymptomatic testing programme and safety measures.
Alongside this, they have updated guidance on what parents and carers need to know about early
years providers, schools and colleges and parents and carers of children attending out-of-school
settings during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.

Dates for your Diary
NB – All new items are highlighted.
Date
Time & Place
Event
Notes
Wednesday 3rd
7.30pm
FoL Meeting
Everyone welcome
Mar
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82272747619?pwd=b0h0VVdqL080eEd2T0EvMXMyL1lKQT09
Thursday 4th Mar All day

World Book Day

Friday 14th May

All day

Pyjamarama

Thursday 1st July

11am

Thursday 1st July
Thursday 1st July
Monday 6th Sept

12.15pm
1pm
All day

Monday 3rd Jan
2022

All day

Preschool Sports
Day
Whole School Picnic
FS-UKS2 Sports Day
INSET day for all
staff
INSET day for all
staff

Details will be in the
newsletters leading up to WBD
Friday 5th Mar
11am
Cash for Clothes
Please bring old clothes to
collection
reception from 1st March
onwards.
th
Friday 19 Mar
All day
Red Nose Day
Watch the newsletter for
details
Wednesday 24th 7.30pm
Parent Forum
All parents welcome to Zoom
Mar
in and hear more about
Longwood
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89553326760?pwd=Q2wrVDZ4TEVIbHNuKzVYNWE0U2pxUT09
Watch the newsletter for
details
Provisional date
Provisional date
Provisional date
Longwood will be closed to all
children.
Longwood will be closed to all
children.

