Longwood Newsletter

Friday 26th March 2021
From Mrs May
After announcing last week that we had raised £359 for Red Nose Day, more money was handed in. I
am delighted to tell you that the final total is actually £430. I’m sure that everyone will agree that
this is a fantastic achievement!
We’ve had a very busy final week of term. On Monday morning, the Year 6 pupils led assembly,
explaining what the census is and why it is important. They prepared a Longwood census about
which there will be more information in a newsletter after Easter.
Yesterday afternoon, KS2 celebrated a Jewish Passover Seder. They already knew the story of the
Exodus from Egypt from their RE lessons and so they enjoyed learning about the various traditions of
the season and especially enjoyed eating different symbolic foods to remember the story.

This week, the children have taken part in an assortment of Easter activities. Today, the school
children have been looking for wooden eggs in the gardens and exchanging them for chocolate eggs,
curtesy of our lovely FoL. The children would like to thank their parents for giving them these treats
and making Easter so much fun.
I hope that you all manage to have some time off over Easter. I wish everyone a lovely Easter,
Passover, start of Ramadan or Holi if you are celebrating and a lovely springtime to one and all.
Easter Challenges
The teachers have prepared some challenges to engage the school children over the Easter holidays.
Mrs Bresler has a creative maths challenge for all the family, Mrs Rastrick wants everyone to read.
Mrs Bointon has prepared a seasonal science activity. There are lots of house points to be won.
Please see the attachment to this newsletter for full details.
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Enthusiasm Awards
I announced at half term that we were going to start awarding ribbons to children for achieving the
Longwood E’s. The focus this half term has been on Enthusiasm. This is difficult to judge because
enthusiasm is so multi-faceted. We have been looking for children who are enthusiastic across the
board. This means that they are ready to learn at the beginning of every lesson, they join in all
lessons and activities and they offer their own thoughts and ideas all the time. They take full
advantage of all opportunities. They show that they are interested and always have a “can do”
attitude. They love new ideas and always try their best. I know that some children will be
disappointed not to have achieved their ribbon this time, but I hope that it will make them more
determined to get one next time. Congratulations to Dillan, Sophia T and Rai (LKS2) and Jaiden,
Joshua and Indigo (KS1) who are the first to earn their red ribbons. Next half term, we will be looking
for children who care about the environment and try hard to make it as good as possible.

Crazy Hair Day
We’ve had loads of fun today enjoying all the crazy
hairstyles and wacky nails. Here is a taster of how the
children have presented themselves. There are lots of
photos on the website so please take a look.
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Message from Mrs Rastrick – Reading Subject Leader
As part of our long term development plan, we want to help the children to improve their reading
skills. This includes the mechanics of reading itself, comprehension skills and developing a lifelong
love of reading. We have prepared a workshop for parents of children in preschool and upwards to
explain the importance of reading, what reading skills the children at Longwood need and how you
can help your child at home. It is imperative that we all understand what is involved and work
together to help our children to be the best that they can be. So please put this date in your diary
now. It will take place on Zoom on Thursday 29th April at 7pm. Here is the link.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81444345855?pwd=ZWs5OFdwZ09yRGdRelpTMTJJTkRJQT09

The Road to Tokyo
Just for fun, I have entered Longwood into a “Travel Tokyo” challenge to help us all prepare for the
Olympic games this summer. Please take a look at the following link. The idea is that every time
anyone (child or adult) does a physical activity, they can log it and together, we can see how close
we can get to Tokyo. Obviously, Tokyo is a long way away but the challenge is broken down into
smaller steps. The first goal is to get to Paris. Let’s work together and see how far we can go.
https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-tokyo/longwood-school-nursery-wd23-2qg/school-team8621?schoolSlug=longwood-school-nursery-wd23-2qg&teamId=undefined

Nursery News
Willow children have been exploring the texture of fresh soil using their hands. At first, a few were
unsure but once they began touching it, they started rubbing it between their fingers and enjoyed it.
Some of them were more interested in playing with the farm animals instead of touching the soil,
'Peppa Peppa' one of the children said to their friend whilst handing them a pig.
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The Little Willow children have been preparing for Easter and Spring. They have been sampling some
Hot Crossed Buns (but not hot). The children used special shaped knives to try to spread butter on to
their hot crossed buns, developing their fine motor and self-help skills. Some of the children showed
good attempts at spreading the butter, some just enjoyed eating the buns. One of the children had
already consumed hers by the time the others had finished attempting to spread the butter! The
practitioners sang the song "Hot Crossed Buns" which is our next focus rhyme.

Plea from LKS2
Please can we have old shirt donations for our class to use as art overalls. We would be very grateful!

Menus Next week, we will be serving week 4 menus.
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Performing Arts Opportunity
Katie, the manager of Jigsaw Performing Arts Schools in Watford and Bushey, wants everyone to
know that sessions take place at "Watford Grammar School for Girls" and "The Bushey Academy" at
the weekends.
Jigsaw Performing Arts Schools provide drama, dance and singing classes for students aged 3 to 18
years. Jigsaw aims to develop confidence, focus, articulation and communication skills through fun
performing arts classes therefore supporting the work that they do at school. They know it has been
a very tough time for children during the pandemic and they are very passionate about boosting
children’s self-esteem and social skills.
Sessions are run by specialist tutors who are trained by Jigsaw Arts. All teachers have an enhanced
DBS check. Attached to this newsletter is their leaflet. They will be re-opening for the Summer term
in April. Should you wish to find out more about Jigsaw, please contacting Katie on 01923 605456 or
visit their website www.jigsaw-arts.co.uk
Congratulations
Mrs Bointon would like Chloe to receive a head teacher’s award this week. Chloe has been selfisolating for the last couple of weeks but she has been working really hard at home. In class, the
children planted seeds and have been watching them grow. Chloe went into her garden,
investigated some weeds and their roots and then drew a poster and made a PowerPoint
presentation about her findings, all without being asked. Great job, Chloe!
Dominic (LKS2) has been working very hard recently. He has improved his handwriting, his written
work, he's trying really hard to learn his spellings and he has made great progress with his reading.
He never stops trying and is always determined. Mrs Rastrick and Mr Hurst are very proud of him
and so am I!
Jake (UKS2) was sent to show me his poster about British Values. He had explained clearly what each
value means and had illustrated them clearly and with humour. His poster was attractive and wellpresented. Well done, Jake, let’s hope that others learn from your poster and we all continue to
keep British values alive and vibrant at Longwood.
Also in UKS2, Constantine has earned a Head Teacher award for his hard work in maths recently. He
found keeping up with his maths whilst working online during lockdown very challenging and found
himself with some gaps when we returned on 8th March. However, he has concentrated hard, not
given up and is now enjoying everything clicking back into place. Well done, Constantine!
Attachments to the Newsletter




Easter Challenges
Jigsaw Performing Arts Schools flyer
Bingo Poster
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Friends of Longwood Update
Welcome from Friends of Longwood (FoL) to our update page.
FoL are a group of parents that raise money and do the extra bits
that make the school a tight-knit community.

Crazy Hair and Nail day
Thank you to everyone who took part in the craziness. We hope you all had fun! We
are pleased to say that we raised £76.70. As always, we are thankful for your support.

Virtual Bingo Night – Fri 7th May 7pm
Don’t forget to return your reply slip to get your bingo books ready for our Bingo
Night. Please see attached flyer for more info! We hope to see you there…virtually.

Wishing you all an eggcellent Easter break
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Dates for your Diary
NB – All new items are highlighted.
Date
Time & Place
Event
Notes
Thursday 29th
7pm, Zoom
Reading Workshop Details in 26/3 newsletter
April
for Parents
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81444345855?pwd=ZWs5OFdwZ09yRGdRelpTMTJJTkRJQT09
Friday 14th May

All day

Pyjamarama

Friday 7th May

7pm on Zoom

Bingo Night

Saturday 26th
June
Thursday 1st July

Lunchtime

Family Fun Day

11am

Thursday 1st July
Thursday 1st July
Saturday 3rd July

12.15pm
1pm
Lunchtime

Monday 6th Sept

All day

Monday 3rd Jan
2022

All day

Preschool Sports
Day
Whole School Picnic
FS-UKS2 Sports Day
Family Fun Day
reserve date
INSET day for all
staff
INSET day for all
staff

Watch the newsletter for
details
Wednesday May 7.30pm on Zoom
FoL Meeting
All parents welcome. Please
5th
use the link below
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84719242921?pwd=T0dvQmF5Q3Z1Y2dMY2pKTnJKaGY2dz09
Details attached to 19/3
newsletter
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82649380635?pwd=SG5yUFdicFc2VUZyaXVIY0N2Skc4QT09
Details to follow. Please hold
the date
Provisional date
Provisional date
Provisional date
In case the weather makes us
postpone on 26/6
Longwood will be closed to all
children.
Longwood will be closed to all
children.

