Longwood Newsletter

Friday 30th April 2021
From Mrs May
Yesterday evening, Mrs Rastrick led an excellent workshop about the importance of reading and how
parents can help further their children’s progress at home. It was obviously well-received by those
who attended, as is evident from these comments that I have received since…
“Great session on reading today. We do a lot of reading at home, as thankfully (xxx) do enjoy it, but I
haven’t been asking the questions to explore the text and to test their understanding of what they
have read - so will definitely be starting that!”
“Thank you for taking the time tonight to deliver such an informative talk. We are huge reading
advocates but do struggle to encourage (xxx) to read for pleasure at home. I found the tips very
useful and will try my level best to implement them as well as more of the Reading Dogs. It was also
very useful to know the different ways to source books. Thank you again!”
We have uploaded the PowerPoint presentation to the website and you can access it here:
https://www.longwoodschool.co.uk/pdfs/School_Overview/01%20The%20Importance%20of%20Re
ading.pdf
This morning, there was great excitement as we created a Domino Run out of the cereal boxes which
the children brought in. The idea was to raise awareness about the Food Bank and we certainly
achieved that aim. It was so much fun to stand all the boxes up and then see them fall. We managed
to capture a video, which is now on the website. You can view it here:
https://www.longwoodschool.co.uk/Videos.php Thank you for everyone who contributed a box.

Longwood Newsletter
We are all busy focusing on the Environment this half term. I hope that some of the school children
are working towards their Blue Peter Green Badges and their Longwood ribbons. Sunflowers are
beginning to sprout and I look forward to seeing these bloom around Longwood in the coming
weeks. A small group of parents and staff have been working to improve the traffic situation in
Bushey Hall Drive. We have also been working on a School Travel Plan and the children will be having
some Road Safety sessions soon. I am delighted and excited that we have been awarded a Green
Award and are well on the way to achieving a Bronze Accreditation for our School Travel Plan. We
already have many initiatives in place or in the pipeline. Thank you to parents for helping by driving
safely in the car park, parking considerately and switching off engines when stationary.
From Mr Livesey
I wish to thank the nursery management team for their continued hard work, dedication and
expertise. They continue to enable us to flourish. I am especially proud of Alison, with the help from
her team, who has ensured that our standards have remained high throughout the pandemic with
all the changes, especially after taking over the reins since the retirement of Beverley. She
successfully managed a routine Covid-19 online / telephone Ofsted inspection, where we were
found to be meeting all requirements. I am of course similarly grateful as always to all the school
staff.
I am also delighted that Michelle Baldock has joined the nursery team on a part-time weekly basis.
As well as being an Early Years’ Ofsted inspector; and having an Early Years’ degree like some other
managers at Longwood, she ran our Luton and Bedford nurseries for twenty years or so. She has
brought a wealth of experience and ideas to make the early years’ environment even better for the
children. She has enjoyed rearranging rooms, clearing out old equipment and ordering much new
equipment such as book racks, play and natural equipment; as well as lockers for all staff. She will
support us with all aspects of curriculum, child development and staff appraisals.
The nursery is full until September when many children will move to preschool. We have a long list
of children to fill our spaces thereafter, whilst many other nurseries evidently continue to struggle.
Please be sure to book places early enough to avoid disappointment.
A number of new laptops have been purchased for management and child assessments recently, as
well as a licence for a smart learning suite. We have also bought into Twinkl, an online service
providing valuable resources for teaching and nursery staff.
Now that the restrictions are reducing, we have been, and are able, to send a number of staff for
their paediatric first aid courses with St John’s Ambulance. We have also bought into the National
Day Nurseries Association again this year and many staff have and will benefit from the many
excellent courses provided, including child development tracking, the learning environment and
management.
We have purchased two new environmentally friendly benches made from recycled plastic as well as
caterpillars with a ‘garden’ from Insectlore for the children to learn about lifecycles. We are
enhancing the outdoor raised beds with a sand pit; FS has been beautifully decorated; UKS2 has
lovely new cupboards and KS1 will receive new classroom tables shortly.
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Thank You
A huge thank you to Dillan and Jaiden Mistry for clearing out their bedrooms and donating some
wonderful toys and educational resources to Longwood. Many of the nursery and preschool groups
have benefitted; it’s always lovely to have new bits and pieces to add interest to our exciting
collections.
NSPCC Number Day
Next Friday, we will be celebrating Number Day. We are asking everyone to
bring £1 to donate to the NSPCC. Children will take part in a mathematical
activity during the day. We are also running a fun competition. Attached to this
newsletter is a Tangram template. Each child should cut out the seven pieces
and rearrange them into an interesting shape. Once they are happy with their
design, they should glue their pieces onto a sheet of paper and bring it to school
on Friday. Every child who takes part will be given a raffle ticket and one lucky
winner will win a prize. Good luck everyone!
Movie Night
On Friday 14th May, it is Pyjamarama Day. Everyone is asked to wear pyjamas and bring £1 to donate
to the BookTrust charity.
Our school council came up with the idea of extending the day by having a Movie Night after school.
We have managed to organise this, as follows:
Class
FS
KS1
LKS2
UKS2

Movie
Moana
Descendants (the first one)
Despicable Me 3
Inside Out

Start time
4pm
4.30pm
5.15pm
5.10pm

End time
6pm
6.30pm
6.50pm
6.50pm

Children are welcome to leave school as normal after their lessons and then return in time for the
start of their movie. Parents will be charged regular afterschool fees for the time they are on site.
Longwood will then donate fees over and above what is normal for a Friday to the BookTrust charity.
If you pay fully inclusive fees, you will not be charged extra, but of course, you are welcome to make
a donation to the charity if you wish. We will provide snacks and drinks during the movies.
Half Term Holiday Plans
The new programme is now on the website, along with the booking form. Book early to avoid
disappointment (and to help us with our planning). Thank you.
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Extra-Curricular Directory
Please email your ideas for clubs and activities out of school to Kerri klendon4@hotmail.com . She is
kindly compiling a directory.
Nursery News
We thought you would like to see the children playing with some
of the new toys that have been purchased recently. Apple children
absolutely LOVED the animals as soon as they were put out on the
table! Most of the children flocked over to the table and enjoyed
playing and exploring the animals, listening to the practitioners
talking about the noises they make, singing songs about them and
trying to match them to the pictures on the mat. Thank you from
all the staff and children in Apple room for our new animal toys.

This week, Willow children have had fun doing lots of sensory play!
On the baby side of the room, they have been experimenting with
red balls and red playdough. At first, the children hesitated to touch the playdough but once they
started, they loved it, squishing it between their fingers and moulding it by pushing the balls into it.
Meanwhile, the older children were mesmerised by the dinosaurs hiding under the natural
materials. “Oh no”, some children were telling their practitioners when they picked out some of the
hiding dinosaurs.
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UKS2 News
UKS2 are learning about
Hinduism in their RE lessons
this term. Kavyasree led the
lesson yesterday, showing
us a puja tray and explaining
all of the different items.
She then showed us some
yoga positions and some
breathing techniques. It was
so interesting and we all
learnt many new things. It
was so lovely that she took
the initiative to proudly
teach us about her own
religion.

KS1 News
As part of our science topic about animals, KS1 have been studying woodlice. First we discussed
what they would need for a suitable habitat. Then we went to the garden and collected things to put
in trays to make our woodlice homes. Next we hunted for woodlice to live in our homes. In class,
most of the children were brave enough to hold a woodlouse in their hand so we could look at them
closely. We found out that woodlice are not insects but crustaceans!
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Census Update
Year 6 designed a census for the children from FS to Year 6. They put all the information on
spreadsheets and then produced graphs for each question. The results are in a pdf attached to this
newsletter. By the end, they realised that there were errors and that they would need to go back
and review the data, which showed them that accuracy is paramount and that they should have
cross-checked. This is all their own work and they had to work as a team. They should be very proud.

The Road to Tokyo
Don’t forget to keep logging your physical activities. We
surpassed our first goal of getting to Paris and then surpassed
our second goal of getting to Athens and our third goal of
getting to Atlanta. Now we are on our way to Rio. Let’s work
together and see how far we can go.
https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-tokyo/longwood-schoolnursery-wd23-2qg/school-team-8621?schoolSlug=longwoodschool-nursery-wd23-2qg&teamId=undefined
Race For Life
I have signed up for us to host a “Race For Life” at Longwood. All school
and preschool children will take part during the day on Friday 28th May.
All funds raised will go to Cancer Research UK, who depend on
donations to continue vital work into finding a cure for this terrible disease. We
want to keep this event as simple as possible and are asking for donations to be paid directly to an
online giving page which you can access by following this link:
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/longwood. We are going to run this on a trust basis, ie
we ask every family to go to this site and make a donation. All children will be given a medal for
taking part, irrespective of how much they raise individually. If you would like to pass the link on to
friends and family for sponsorship, that would be greatly appreciated.
Children will be encouraged to run a suitable distance for their age. Fingers crossed for a lovely
sunny day.
Bingo
This is a final request for prizes please. In the past, parents have donated all kinds of lovely prizes. If
we have to buy prizes, that will diminish funds raised from this fun event. If you have any unwanted
games, toiletries, etc suitable for children or adults, please pass them to Madame. Thank you.
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Little Princess Trust
Following last week when Amaya (FW) had a haircut and donated her locks to the Little Princess
Trust, I heard this week that Harmony (LKS2) did the same. She donated ten inches of her hair for
the charity.
She decided to do this last March during the 1st lockdown and took it very seriously, looking after
her hair and keeping tangles out so less hair would break. Her mum decided to support her and also
did the same- 11 inches for her!
A girl from Harmony’s Bollywood class passed away 2 years ago from cancer and Harmony
remembers when her hair started to fall out and how upset it made her. Harmony has now decided
this will be done every year as it wasn't too bad. She's very excited to show her new hairstyle at
school and said she'd recommend everyone to do it at least once as it feels great to help another
child in need.

Menus Next week, we will be serving week 1 menus.
Attachments to the Newsletter



Longwood School Census Presentation
Tangram Template
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Dates for your Diary
NB – All new items are highlighted.
Date
Time & Place
Event
Notes
Wednesday May 7.30pm on Zoom
FoL Meeting
All parents welcome. Please
th
5
use the link below
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84719242921?pwd=T0dvQmF5Q3Z1Y2dMY2pKTnJKaGY2dz09
Friday 7th May

All day

NSPCC Number Day

Friday 14th May

All day

Pyjamarama

Friday 14th May

After school

Movie Night

Friday 28th May

During the day

Race For Life

Wednesday 9th
June

All day

Saturday 26th
June
Thursday 1st July

Lunchtime

UKS2, LKS2, KS1
and FS Trip to Kew
Gardens
Family Fun Day

Thursday 1st July
Thursday 1st July
Saturday 3rd July

12.15pm
1pm
Lunchtime

Monday 6th Sept

All day

Monday 3rd Jan
2022

All day

Maths activities through the
day. Please bring £1 for NSPCC
donation.
Friday 7th May
7pm on Zoom
Bingo Night
Details attached to 19/3
newsletter
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82649380635?pwd=SG5yUFdicFc2VUZyaXVIY0N2Skc4QT09

11am

Preschool Sports
Day
Whole School Picnic
FS-UKS2 Sports Day
Family Fun Day
reserve date
INSET day for all
staff
INSET day for all
staff

Everyone to wear pyjamas and
bring £1 for the BookTrust
charity
FS –
KS1 LKS2 & UKS2 –
Regular afterschool fees will
be charged
Preschool and school children
will all run. Details to follow.
Full school uniform and packed
lunch. The cost is £15.
Details to follow. Please hold
the date
Provisional date
Provisional date
Provisional date
In case the weather makes us
postpone on 26/6
Longwood will be closed to all
children.
Longwood will be closed to all
children.

