Longwood Newsletter

Friday 14th May 2021
From Mrs May
First of all, I’d like to say a huge “Merci” to Madame for organising and hosting a fun Bingo evening
last Friday. There was a really good turn out and every one enjoyed the entertainment. We raised
£220 for FoL funds which is a great effort.

Pyjamarama today has been great fun. The children have loved wearing their pj’s and onesies all
day. We have raised £197 from donations so far. The school children are looking forward to movie
night later today; this event will add to our donation to the BookTrust charity.
Congratulations to all winners of the “Design a Onesie” competition. School council found it difficult
to judge but eventually chose the following winners:
UKS2 – Reyah
FS - Annabelle

LKS2 - Keya
FW - Lucas

KS1 - Josh
FT – Amelia C
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Mr Livesey and I would like to say a great big thank you to all the nursery staff for their continued
hard work throughout multiple lockdowns. They have worked extremely hard making sure the
children have settled back into nursey life and providing great activities, working round restrictions,
cleaning schedules, keeping on top of the children’s learning and development. Many of you have
appreciated being able to continue dropping off your child during these difficult times. Well done to
all nursery staff. We are extremely proud of you all.
Requests
If you require time off for your child, please email a request as soon as possible. It is very disruptive
for teachers to be told on the day that a child is not attending. Of course, when a child is sick, this is
unavoidable, but if you know in advance, it helps us to plan accordingly. Also, please remember that
all requests for time off need to be addressed to Mrs May. Of course, she would never refuse a
medical appointment and she tries to be understanding of families and their requests, but she can
only grant permission if it is requested. If we are simply informed that a child is not attending or is
being collected early, that has to be recorded as an unauthorised absence.
As restrictions begin to lift, we know some families may be looking to take holidays during term
time. As usual, parents should plan their holidays around school breaks and avoid seeking
permission to take their children out of school on holiday.
Sickness and medication - As you are aware, this past year has been challenging. We would like to
thank those of you that have helped us to follow the government guidelines regarding Covid testing.
I would like to remind parents about our current sickness and medication policy. We are still
following our policy in relation to non-Covid illnesses. If your child has a temperature and your Covid
test is negative, you still must keep your child at home. They can return to nursery once they have
been clear of a temperature for 24 hours. We also ask that children have 24 hours away from
nursery if they have been prescribed antibiotics, again please only bring your child back if they are
feeling better. The 24 hours is our guideline. We are happy to administer prescribed medicines
between the hours of 1pm & 2pm.
School and nursery is a busy exciting place but if you are a child feeling unwell, this can become
overwhelming. Thank you for your continued support.
From Mrs Sangster
On Friday 18th June, we will be presenting a Music Assembly via Zoom. Any
performers wishing to participate need to see me with details of what they wish to
do. (They do not need to be having lessons with me). The Choir will also be
performing.
As an incentive to encourage my piano students to engage in lots of lovely practice, I
am introducing a ‘Practiser of the week’ award! This will be announced on Friday
lunchtime after my last piano student and will be in the shape of 5 house points! So
get practising!
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Maths Special
Last week, we celebrated Number Day. It always makes me sad when I hear people say “I can’t do
maths.” Here you can see what everyone got up to.
UKS2 – The children were given differentiated party-planning
sheets. Two children had to choose their own party food and were
given a budget of £50 to spend at Sainsbury’s. (Other
supermarkets are also available.) Then we had a
mini disco with cake.

LKS2 – The children spent the afternoon painting number pictures in the style of
Jasper Johns (based on a picture called Zero to Nine). They also planned the cost
of a party but unlike UKS2, they had no budget!

KS1 - We did some paired challenges. One was a
number challenge and the others were similar
to a tangram puzzle.

FS – Continuing the NSPCC party them, we pretended to have
guests over and shared our food out fairly. Sometimes we could
share the food equally and sometimes we had some left over for
another time.
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FW – The children were put in four groups; Blue,
Yellow, Red and Green. Each group had to cut out as
many cupcakes as possible. They then counted which
group had cut the most. Red and Blue cut 15, Green
cut 11 and the winner was Yellow with 24. They all
had to choose a cupcake that they would eat at a
party. They looked at the most popular cake and the
least favourite; some cakes did not get chosen. Then
they lined them up on a number line so they could
see how many of each cake there were.

FT - The children collected fir cones, stones, seashells
and pebbles to bring into the class. They sorted the
items into various criteria, counting and close
observation to look at colour, shape, texture and
naturally occurring patterns. They also played Maths
Millie’s House games on the computer “Let’s Build a
Bug” (learning number recognition up to 10 and
counting skills) and Big, Small and Little Shoes (learning
about size).

Oak - Oak children have been practising their number
recognition and focusing on representing numbers using
objects. The children were given a selection of flash cards
with a number on and asked to use bears to represent the
number. “Four is big so I need four big bears!” and “Zero
means nothing!” all of the children will be sure to remind
you.
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Cherry - Cherry children have been using their fine motor
skills to practise tracing their numbers using magnetic
number boards and also practising their number recognition.
Some children were able to tell their friends and
practitioners which number they have. “I have number 5,” “I
have number 2!” Cherry showed very good concentration
skills as they carefully traced around their number.

Apple – The children love emptying and filling containers
in the home corner, working out which shapes fit into
which hole on the shape sorters, building towers with
different blocks, and trying to identify big and small with
the stacking pebbles, as well as starting to understand
specific times of the day such as mealtimes and resttimes.

Little Willow – This week, we have been looking at different
shapes and sizes. The children were offered shapes and
tubes in ice, they were encouraged to use their fingers to
melt the ice to release the shapes. Once the shapes were
removed from the ice, we explored their different edges and
sizes. Using the wooden tubes, we placed the shapes into
the tubes to see if they fitted; some were the perfect size
and some were too big!

The Road to Tokyo
Don’t forget to keep logging your physical activities. Update –
now we are headed for Beijing! Let’s work together and see
how far we can go.
https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-tokyo/longwood-schoolnursery-wd23-2qg/school-team-8621?schoolSlug=longwoodschool-nursery-wd23-2qg&teamId=undefined
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UKS2 News
UKS2 are learning about Hinduism this term as part of their RE curriculum. We organised a virtual
visit with the UKS2 class at the Bhaktivedanta Manor Primary School. This is a Hare Krishna Primary
School just down the road from Longwood. Their pupils taught us about their faith in a wellprepared presentation and then answered our questions. We learnt lots and enjoyed this new,
cooperative way of learning. We are hoping to build on this new relationship in the future.

Race For Life
A reminder to use this link to add your donation:
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/longwood. Our
race is on Friday 28th May and all children in school and
preschool will be taking part.

Extracurricular Directory Update
Thanks to those of you who have contributed to our Extracurricular Activities Directory. We have a
variety of contacts for you and your children to explore, but would like more! Perhaps your child
goes to Ballet, Street Dance, Rainbows, Beavers? If so, we would love to hear about these groups to
give our children the best opportunities to learn and develop. Please get in touch by emailing
Klendon4@hotmail.com ideally providing the following details:







Club Name
Type of Activity
Contact Name
Contact Email
Contact Phone
Website
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Peter Pan in St Albans
We have an exciting opportunity in collaboration with The Maltings Theatre that we would like to
share with you. Their spellbinding, fun for all the family production of Peter Pan begins
performances at The Roman Theatre Open Air Festival from May 28th, in the stunning outdoor,
Covid-safe amphitheatre of the Roman Theatre of Verulamium, St Albans. As we all know, the Covid19 pandemic has hit schools hard financially, and with this in mind we are thrilled to be able to
fundraise for Longwood School and Nursery via this incredible theatre production. Should you wish
to take your family to see Peter Pan this half term, we have an exclusive code that will give the
school 30% cashback on any tickets purchased!
Only valid for the following performances; 28th May at 7.30pm, 29th May at 7.30pm, 2nd June at
7.30pm, 3rd June at 1pm, 3rd June at 4.30pm, when you book just use our code, LONGWOODPP, at
checkout. It is important that you remember to do this, as if you book without putting the code in,
the theatre won't be able to track the cashback back to us.
Alongside this, £1 from every ticket purchased will be donated to Great Ormond Street Hospital,
helping to support children’s healthcare and the efforts to find new and better ways to treat
childhood illnesses. Find out more about the show and book your tickets at
maltingstheatre.co.uk/whats-on/peter-pan.

Menus Next week, we will be serving week 3 menus.
Congratulations
Constantine (UKS2) has been learning about coastlines. Last week, he drew a diagram of a coastline
which was rather basic. This week, he has drawn a must more detailed diagram and the
improvement in his knowledge is clear to see. Great job!
Mrs Bresler has commended Elias for being an outstanding ambassador for Longwood. When we
have visitors, it is Elias’ job, as Events Prefect, to stand up and say thank you to them publicly on
behalf of everyone. This week, after the presentation from the Hindu school children (see report
above), Elias asked a well-thought out question, demonstrating understanding and interest. He then
went on to thank them for their presentation. His message was personal and sincere. He had not
had time to prepare, but was eloquent and heartfelt. Well done, Elias!
Kavyasree and Sophia (UKS2) both worked extremely hard in their gymnastics session this week.
They are working towards their next badge and due to a mishap, had to repeat some serious running
twice. They persevered and remained cheerful and determined throughout. They told me they were
exhausted afterwards!

Dates for your Diary
NB – All new items are highlighted.
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Date
Friday 14th May

Time & Place
After school

Event
Movie Night

Friday 28th May

During the day

Race For Life

Friday 28th May

During the day

Clothes Collection

Wednesday 9th
June

All day

Thursday 10th
June

During the day

UKS2, LKS2, KS1
and FS Trip to Kew
Gardens
KS1 scooter training

Thursday 17th
June

4pm on Zoom

Preschool new
parents meetings

Friday 18th June
Friday 25th June

9am on Zoom
During the school day

Music Assembly
FT & FW trip to
Aldenham Country
Park

Saturday 26th
June
Thursday 1st July

Lunchtime

Family Fun Day

11am

Thursday 1st July
Thursday 1st July
Saturday 3rd July

12.15pm
1pm
Lunchtime

Monday 6th Sept

All day

Monday 3rd Jan
2022

All day

Preschool Sports
Day
Whole School Picnic
FS-UKS2 Sports Day
Family Fun Day
reserve date
INSET day for all
staff
INSET day for all
staff

Notes
FS – 4pm start
KS1 – 4.30pm start
LKS2 – 5.15pm start
UKS2 – 5.10pm start
Regular afterschool fees will
be charged
Preschool and school children
will all run. All children to wear
PE kit.
Please bring items in bags to
reception by 9am.
Full school uniform and packed
lunch. The cost is £15.

Children need to bring their
own scooter and helmet if
they have one. Items must be
named.
th
Wednesday 16
7.30pm on Zoom
FoL Meeting
All parents and friends
June
welcome.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87845275305?pwd=aXJzMjZ2NDJYTXBmQ1JCU09SSGF3dz09
This is for current Oak/Cherry
parents whose children are
moving to preschool in Sept.
Many children will take part.
Children will travel by coach.
They will need a packed lunch
and should wear summer
uniform. Coats/sunhats, etc as
per the weather. The cost is
£15.
Details to follow. Please hold
the date
Provisional date
Provisional date
Provisional date
In case the weather makes us
postpone on 26/6
Longwood will be closed to all
children.
Longwood will be closed to all
children.

