Longwood Newsletter

Friday 11th June 2021
From Mrs May
It’s been an incredibly busy week full of fun and excitement. On Wednesday, FS, KS1, LKS2 and UKS2
went to Kew Gardens. We had a wonderful day. Each class took part in an age-appropriate workshop
(FS – Tremendous Trees, KS1 – Plant Scientists, LKS2 – Art in Nature, UKS2 – Evolution and
Adaptation) and each class had time to explore the gardens and the children’s play area. We were
incredibly lucky with the weather and the traffic. The day was just perfect. There are photos on the
website so take a look.

On Thursday, KS1 had a “Scootability” workshop, delivered by the Hertfordshire County Council
Active and Safer Travel Team. The children learnt about how to use their brakes properly, how to
cross a road safely and how to tell what manoeuvres cars are doing by looking at their lights.
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Also on Thursday, there was a partial solar eclipse. Although it was a cloudy morning, the sun shone
at just the right time so that LKS2 could project the sun’s image onto paper and observe this natural
phenomenon. It is a fairly rare event, so we really enjoyed taking some time out of the day to
witness it.

Today, the photographer has been in. Your child should have brought home a card with details of
how to order a photograph. If not, please ask on Monday. (Photos might not be available before
Monday.)
Safeguarding Message
Parents must check their child’s fingernails and make sure they are kept short. If a child scratches
another child, we need to limit the harm that they can do.
Marathon Challenge
It has been lovely to see such enthusiasm for this challenge. I have had a stream of children in my
office asking for stickers, as they have already achieved some of the milestones. Unbelievably, three
children have already achieved their medals. Over half term, they ran or walked the equivalent of a
full marathon. Well done to Keya, Jaya and Indigo. You are superstars!
Music Assembly
We are all looking forward to the music assembly, which is next Friday at 9am. Please can all
performers bring their instrument if necessary and music to school on Thursday for the rehearsal.
The Zoom link for the assembly is
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88427046065?pwd=UjZacVc1SVlnWkxzT25uQnpUWm5Pdz09 . All
parents are welcome to join us virtually for what I am sure will be a musical extravaganza.
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Zoom Meetings for Oak/Cherry Parents
There will be zoom meetings for parents of children who will be in FW or FT next year on Thursday at
4pm. If your child’s birthday is Sept-March, they will be in FW. The Zoom link for Mrs Wallis’ meeting
is https://zoom.us/j/96812841998?pwd=cnBnRjg2NFJocmd2TFljdGJWU2JjZz09. If their birthday is
April-August, they will be in FT. The Zoom link for Miss Tomazini’s meeting is
https://zoom.us/j/95948829938?pwd=dnUzQVFvb0NzakMzQ0I4cm50cFIxZz09.
Uniform
Our school uniform policy is on the website. Please can all parents read it carefully and follow it to
the letter. Some families are not following it fully and this is letting our school down. We want to be
smart and uphold high standards at all times. Here are a few points from the policy that I would like
to point out:












White socks are to be worn with summer dresses (not grey, not tights)
Grey socks are to be worn with shorts (not black)
Summer dresses are the Kinsdale stripe – not gingham or other stripes
There is a swimming uniform so please make sure you have it in time for your child’s
sessions
Blazers must be worn every day
Winter uniform is compulsory from October half term until the Easter break. Summer
uniform is compulsory from the early May bank holiday until the summer break. Summer or
winter uniform may be worn from Easter to the early May bank holiday and from September
to October half term
Longwood sunhats/caps must be worn every day with summer uniform
Nail varnish is not allowed
Jewellery is not allowed (see policy for exceptions)
Hair accessories must be bottle green or black.

Relationships and Sex Education Talk by Dr Kathy Weston
This event had to be postponed last March. I am delighted that we are now able to offer it to all
Longwood parents. All schools are required to have a policy and teach a Relationships and Sex
Education curriculum. Our policy is on our website. We have been teaching most of this curriculum
for many years, but it has now been formalised into a single policy.
I have arranged for Dr Kathy Weston to present a talk to parents entitled “Love Matters: A Parents’
Guide to Talking to Primary-Age Children about Bodies, Babies and Relationships.” It will take place
on Thursday 30th September at 7pm. Places are limited and there will be a £10 fee per parent to help
towards the cost of this prestigious speaker. Sign up is strictly first come, first served. Follow this link
to secure your place https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/love-matters-a-parents-guide-tickets96652069943. Please take a look at Kathy’s website https://www.drkathyweston.com/ for more
details. She has plenty of expertise and experience and talks with great sense about a variety of
parenting skills. This is certainly an evening not to miss! We are hoping to run the evening in the
school hall, but will revert to Zoom if necessary.
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Nursery News
Thank you so much for your generous donations for the Noah's Ark Children's Hospice. The children
enjoyed participating in different physical activities we had organised. If you have not seen them
already, the photos are on the website. From the donations we received in person & your online
pages, we managed to raise a whopping £2,121!! We cannot express how amazed we all
are. Noah's Ark have already expressed their appreciation and are hopefully going to come to
receive their donation in person!
Oak children have been relaxing in the sunshine at their very own beach. The children have enjoyed
exploring all the new equipment and talking about what they are building. One of the children even
told me that they are going to dig all the way home! Sharing is caring so Cherry children have also
been using this new area this week. They also loved digging and building sandcastles. “I'm making a
pointy crab!” said one of the Cherry children while playing with the different sea creature moulds.

The school children have also had their turn in the sand and have had a great time. Thank you so
much to Marietta for overseeing this fabulous project and making our grounds even more exciting
for the children.

Longwood Newsletter
Cash For Clothes
The total raised from our collection before half term was £96 which will be donated to Cancer
Research UK. Thank you to everyone who supported this initiative.
Menus Next week, we will be serving week 3 menus.
Practiser of the Week
Tom was practiser of the week before half term. Elias and Jaya got a special mention too.
Keys
A set of keys was found in the car park this week. Please contact Mrs May if they are yours.
Parent Guidance
Check out https://www.hertswildlifetrust.org.uk/wildchild .
Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust have developed a “Wild
Child” project, to help families connect with the wildlife
around them. You can download packs
which give ideas for days out with your child. Wild Child project is aimed at families
with children aged 5-10 and helps them to explore their local wild spaces and learn
how to care for nature.

This “Happy Self” journal for 6-12 year olds has come to my attention. I do not have
shares in this product but it looks really good and will appeal to some parents who
are keen to focus on their child’s mental health and wellbeing. We are not using it
in school, although we do many of these types of exercises with the children. This is the link to buy
the book on Amazon: https://www.amazon.co.uk/HappySelf-Journal-Happiness-PositiveEnquiring/dp/B07V48JZCQ/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1WGRY3PG5N0LU&dchild=1&keywords=happy+self+jou
rnal+6-12&qid=1621884358&sprefix=happy+self+journa%2Caps%2C159&sr=8-1
Here is an article about it - https://vimeo.com/541524010

Attachments to the Newsletter


Extracurricular Directory
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Friends of Longwood Update
Welcome from Friends of Longwood (FoL) to our update page.
FoL are a group of parents that raise money and do the extra bits
that make the school a tight-knit community.

FoL EGM
Our next Friends of Longwood (FoL) meeting is on Wednesday 16th June and will now
be an Extraordinary General Meeting at which the proposal will to be adopt a new, clear
and concise constitution for Friends of Longwood. A copy of the proposed Constitution
is now available on the school website. If adopted, this will provide the framework for the
running of FoL going forwards.
The EGM will be held via zoom at 7.30pm on Wednesday 16th June. Everyone is
welcome 🙂. The link to join to the meeting is:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87845275305?pwd=aXJzMjZ2NDJYTXBmQ1JCU09SSGF3dz09

Dates for your Diary
NB – All new items are highlighted.
Date
Time & Place
Event
Notes
Wednesday 16th 7.30pm on Zoom
FoL Meeting
All parents and friends
June
welcome.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87845275305?pwd=aXJzMjZ2NDJYTXBmQ1JCU09SSGF3dz09
Thursday 17th
June

4pm on Zoom

Preschool new
parents meetings

Friday 18th June

9am on Zoom

Music Assembly

This is for current Oak/Cherry
parents whose children are
moving to preschool in Sept.
Many children will take part.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88427046065?pwd=UjZacVc1SVlnWkxzT25uQnpUWm5Pdz09
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Date
Friday 25th June

Time & Place
During the school day

Event
FT & FW trip to
Aldenham Country
Park

Saturday 26th
June
Thursday 1st July

Lunchtime

Family Fun Day

11am on the field
behind the Leisure
Centre
12.15pm

Preschool Sports
Day

FS-UKS2 Sports Day

Saturday 3rd July

1pm on the field
behind the Leisure
Centre
Lunchtime

Monday 6th Sept

All day

Thursday 30th
Sept

7pm in the school hall

Friday 25th
March 2022

All day

Thursday 1st July
Thursday 1st July

Whole School Picnic

Family Fun Day
reserve date
INSET day for all
staff
Dr Kathy Weston
talk about “Bodies,
Babies and
Relationships.”
INSET day for all
staff

Notes
Children will travel by coach.
They will need a packed lunch
and should wear summer
uniform. Coats/sunhats, etc as
per the weather. The cost is
£15.
Details to follow. Please hold
the date
Parents welcome to come and
cheer!
Parents and children to bring a
packed lunch / picnic
Parents welcome to come and
cheer.
In case the weather makes us
postpone on 26/6
Longwood will be closed to all
children.
Booking essential. Full details
in 11/6 newsletter.

Longwood will be closed to all
children.

