Longwood Newsletter

Friday 18th June 2021
From Mrs May
As you know, the Longwoodese focus for this half term is Emotional Wellbeing. Please let me know if
your child is doing anything worthy of a blazer ribbon at home or out of school. This is quite
challenging and will require some thought. Maybe your child does yoga or has started practising
mindfulness. Or maybe your family takes some time to reflect and count your blessings in some way.
Or maybe you have ideas of your own.
I am sorry to say that I have taken the difficult decision to cancel our invitation to parents to attend
our sports day. The continuing government restrictions have made it too difficult for us to ensure
everyone’s safety. I apologise for the disappointment that I know this will cause. We will still have a
scaled down day for the children but it will be without parents. For the same reason, we have also
had to cancel the family fun day. We are all very sad but understand that health and safety has to
remain our top priority.
This week, the school children have been taking part in a live-streamed literature festival featuring
some of the best writers and illustrators. On Monday, UKS2 tuned in to Jamila Gavin, award-winning
author of Coram Boy, and Jacinta Read, a talented debut illustrator. They have collaborated to
create In Her Element, a story is about a girl with cerebral palsy whose passion for water enables her
to make a new friend by helping them come to terms with their disability. Nusaybah had her
question chosen to be answered live! On Tuesday, UKS2 attended a workshop with Polly Ho-Yen, a
writer and a qualified primary teacher. Her debut novel about the invasion of Earth by scary plantlike aliens and a boy protecting his vulnerable mother, Boy in the Tower, was shortlisted for various
prestigious awards. This time, Sophia’s question was chosen from many others! UKS2 also did a
workshop with Gareth P Jones. He was as entertaining as the time he did a workshop just for
Longwood during World Book Day. All
of these workshops inspired the
children (and Mrs Bresler) to look at
writing in different ways.
On Wednesday, FS and KS1 were
treated to a workshop with Julia
Donaldson and Axel Scheffler. They
were already familiar with many of the
books that they talked about, which
made seeing them in reality all the
more exciting. They were mesmerised
by how talented they both are.

Longwood Newsletter
Also on Wednesday, LKS2 tuned it to the longest-serving female
Blue Peter presenter, Konnie Huq. She is an ambassador for the
Prince’s Trust and the British Asian Trust. Cookie is inspired by
Konnie’s own London Bangladeshi background, her love of
science and her unashamed nerdiness! Her talk was packed and
fast-paced and thoroughly entertaining.
LKS2 attended James Carter on Thursday. He is an award-winning
children’s poet, non-fiction writer and musician – and the author
of over 18 popular and best-selling poetry titles. This session was
fun, entertaining and interactive with plenty of audience
participation.
This morning we held our annual Music Assembly. It was great to have so many parents Zoom in to
watch. We hope you enjoyed the entertainment. It is always lovely to see the children’s progression
from year to year. There has certainly been time to practise this year! It was very special for the
school children to come together in the hall. We managed to observe social distancing rules and
keep to our bubbles, whilst enjoying each other’s company. What a lovely start to a dreary Friday!

Later this morning, UKS2 will be visiting Watford UTC for an IT session with some of their sixth
formers. The children are looking forward to a coding or a robotics session with two more sessions
planned before the end of term. We are hoping that this will be the start of a friendly collaboration
between our school and theirs, where we can take advantage of their IT skills and equipment and
they can learn some teaching techniques from us.
It’s a busy day for UKS2. This afternoon, they are taking part in an online training workshop about
how to become Mental Health Champions. As we are all becoming more aware of our emotional
wellbeing, this promises to be interesting and might lead to some leadership roles next year.
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Marathon Challenge
The Longwood marathon challenge is continuing to amaze me. I thought it would be difficult for the
children to achieve their medals but this week, I have awarded four; to Harrison, Dillan, Jaiden and
Josie. I have also awarded stickers to children who have run 5 miles, 13 miles and 20 miles. I hope
that everyone keeps going. It all adds to our fitness and emotional wellbeing.
Summer Holiday Scheme
Please note that the programme for the summer holidays is now available on the website, along
with the booking form.
Relationships and Sex Education Talk by Dr Kathy Weston
This event had to be postponed last March. I am delighted that we are now able to offer it to all
Longwood parents. All schools are required to have a policy and teach a Relationships and Sex
Education curriculum. Our policy is on our website. We have been teaching most of this curriculum
for many years, but it has now been formalised into a single policy.
I have arranged for Dr Kathy Weston to present a talk to parents entitled “Love Matters: A Parents’
Guide to Talking to Primary-Age Children about Bodies, Babies and Relationships.” It will take place
on Thursday 30th September at 7pm. Places are limited and there will be a £10 fee per parent to help
towards the cost of this prestigious speaker. Sign up is strictly first come, first served. Follow this link
to secure your place https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/love-matters-a-parents-guide-tickets96652069943. Please take a look at Kathy’s website https://www.drkathyweston.com/ for more
details. She has plenty of expertise and experience and talks with great sense about a variety of
parenting skills. This is certainly an evening not to miss! We are hoping to run the evening in the
school hall, but will revert to Zoom if necessary.
LKS2 Assembly
LKS2 performed their class assembly on Wednesday. What they
don’t know about the Egyptians isn’t worth knowing! It was
informative and humorous. It is available for viewing in the
usual place! I hope you enjoy it.
Message from Beats School Uniform Supplier
Beats are moving on 23rd June! Please see the attached flyer for details.
From Friends of Longwood
Thank you to everyone who attended the EGM and meeting this week. Our new constitution has
been approved and is on the website. There is also an exciting new video to show you what we have
achieved this year. https://www.longwoodschool.co.uk/FOL_Video.php
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Nursery News
This week, Willow children have been enjoying their own private beach party! At first, a few of them
were a bit hesitant to touch the sand but once they did, they loved it, squishing it through their
hands and trying to make sand castles!

Menus Next week, we will be serving week 4 menus.
Practiser of the Week
Last week, it was Shivani in first and Tom in second place for Practiser of the Week. Well done to you
both.
Hertfordshire Libraries Summer Reading Challenge

Wild World Heroes - summer reading challenge 2021
Wild World Heroes, this year's summer reading challenge, will launch
in Hertfordshire Libraries on Saturday 10 July! This year The Reading
Agency is working together with the WWF UK to inspire young readers
to stand up for our planet.
We are inviting this year’s young readers to take on our free challenge
and join the six Wild World Heroes in the fictional town of ‘Wilderville’
where they have noticed some environmental problems in their town.
Working together the six young heroes would like children to join their adventure and help them
solve these problems.
To take part the children are asked to read any six books, our libraries have a ‘world full’ of exciting
books to choose from, including eBooks and eAudioBooks available on BorrowBox, so the children
can have fun and go wild with their choices.
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For every two books read, the children will collect stickers (some are scratch and sniff). Using the
clues and the town map, they can help the heroes on their adventure through Wilderville helping
them solve the environmental problems and making it a better place for people and nature.
The challenge runs the whole of the summer. All children who finish their six books by Saturday 4
September with receive a certificate, medal and a Wild Heroes bookmark. So join the fun and visit
Wilderville at your local Hertfordshire library and become a Wild World Hero caring about your
planet too.
For more details visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/libraries or call 0300 123 4049
Congratulations
Reyah did an excellent piece of homework after watching one of the literacy workshops. The
children were taught a technique of scribbling their ideas down, which Reyah really enjoyed. For
homework, she planned a story and illustrated it beautifully. Well done, Reyah, it’s lovely to see how
you took this idea and ran with it!
Attachments to the Newsletter


Beats School Uniform Flyer

Dates for your Diary
NB – All new items are highlighted. (Red items have been cancelled.)
Date
Friday 25th June

Time & Place
During the school day

Event
FT & FW trip to
Aldenham Country
Park

Saturday 26th
June
Thursday 8th July

Lunchtime

Family Fun Day

11am on the field
behind the Leisure
Centre
12.15pm

Preschool Sports
Day

1pm on the field
behind the Leisure
Centre
Lunchtime

FS-UKS2 Sports Day

Thursday 8th July
Thursday 8th July

Saturday 3rd July

Whole School Picnic

Family Fun Day
reserve date

Notes
Children will travel by coach.
They will need a packed lunch
and should wear summer
uniform. Coats/sunhats, etc as
per the weather. The cost is
£15.
Cancelled due to the extension
of lockdown.
Cancelled for parents due to
the extension of lockdown.
Cancelled for parents due to
the extension of lockdown.
Cancelled for parents due to
the extension of lockdown.
Cancelled due to the extension
of lockdown.
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Date
Monday 6th Sept

Time & Place
All day

Sunday 12th Sept

Midday onwards

Wednesday 22nd
Sept
Thursday 30th
Sept

7.30pm on Zoom

Friday 25th
March 2022

All day

7pm in the school hall

Event
INSET day for all
staff
FoL Family Picnic

First FoL Meeting of
the new school year
Dr Kathy Weston
talk about “Bodies,
Babies and
Relationships.”
INSET day for all
staff

Notes
Longwood will be closed to all
children.
At Cassiobury Park. Come and
meet new parents and get
reacquainted with old friends.
All parents welcome to attend.
Booking essential. Full details
in 11/6 and 18/6 newsletters.

Longwood will be closed to all
children.

